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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of tine appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-7,12,13,16,17 and 21,23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lindstrom US Patent Application Publication 2003/01893348. Lindstrom 
discloses a hoisting frame (1) comprising: means (14) arranged on an upper side of the 
frame, for connecting the frame to at least two hoisting cables (2) suspended at a 
mutual distance in a longitudinal direction of the hoisting frame; and means, arranged 
on an underside of the frame, for picking up at least one secondary hoisting frame (6,7), 
wherein the frame is adjustable in a transverse direction between a retracted position, in 
which a transverse dimension of the frame is at most equal to that of the secondary 
hoisting frame, and an extended position in which the transverse dimension is larger 
than that of the secondary hoisting frame, and wherein the means for picking up are for 
picking up a single secondary hoisting frame in the retracted position and for picking up 
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two mutually adjacent secondary hoisting frames in the extended position; wherein the 
frame is divided in longitudinal direction, the frame parts are movable relative to each 
other at least in transverse direction and the pick-up means comprise a number of pick- 
up elements (3) distributed over the frame parts; wherein a controllable means (8) for 
moving the frame parts away from and toward each other; wherein the moving means 
(8) comprise at least one member of adjustable length which connects the frame parts; 
wherein the moving means comprise at least one actuator (8) co-acting with the at least 
one connecting member wherein the at least one connecting member (10) is a pivotable 
arm; wherein the arm is pivotable substantially parallel to a main plane of the hoisting 
frame; wherein each pivotable arm (10) is substantially symmetrical relative to a 
longitudinal center line of the hoisting frame; wherein the connecting means are 
adapted to connect the hoisting frame to at least two pairs of hoisting cables suspended 
at a distance from each other in longitudinal direction of the hoisting frame, and are 
divided in longitudinal direction such that each frame part can be connected to at least 
two hoisting cables (fig 5); 

2. Claims 1-5,16,20-22 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lim et a! US Patent Application Publication 2005/0225104. Lim et al. 
discloses a hoisting frame (1 ) comprising: means (14) arranged on an upper side of the 
frame, for connecting the frame to at least two hoisting cables (2) suspended at a 
mutual distance in a longitudinal direction of the hoisting frame; and means, arranged 
on an underside of the frame, for picking up at least one secondary hoisting frame (6,7), 
wherein the frame is adjustable in a transverse direction between a retracted position, in 
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which a transverse dimension of the frame is at most equal to that of the secondary 
hoisting frame, and an extended position in which the transverse dimension is larger 
than that of the secondary hoisting frame, and wherein the means for picking up are for 
picking up a single secondary hoisting frame in the retracted position and for picking up 
two mutually adjacent secondary hoisting frames in the extended position; wherein the 
frame is divided in longitudinal direction, the frame parts are movable relative to each 
other at least in transverse direction and the pick-up means comprise a number of pick- 
up elements (3) distributed over the frame parts; wherein a controllable means (8) for 
moving the frame parts away from and toward each other; wherein the moving means 
(8) comprise at least one member of adjustable length which connects the frame parts; 
wherein the moving means comprise at least one actuator (8) co-acting with the at least 
one connecting member wherein the at least one connecting member (10) is a pivotable 
arm; wherein the frame parts are movable relative to each other in longitudinal direction; 
wherein the or each secondary hoisting frame is adjustable in longitudinal direction; a 
method for transferring loads, comprising the steps of: a) lowering a hoisting frame as 
claimed in claim 1 at a first location, b) picking up one load at the first location when the 
hoisting frame is retracted, or two loads when the hoisting frame is extended, c) lifting 
the hoisting frame with the picked-up at least one load, d) displacing the hoisting frame 
with the picked-up at least one load to a second location, e) lowering the hoisting frame 
with the picked-up at least one load at the second location, f) uncoupling the at least 
one load from the hoisting frame, g) lifting the hoisting frame, h) moving the hoisting 
frame from its retracted to its extended position or from its extended to its retracted 
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position, wherein a secondary hoisting frame is coupled on or uncoupled, and i) 
repeating steps (a) to (g); wherein the method is for transferring containers. 

3. Claims 1-9 and 12-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Tax et al. US 3,709,543. Tax et al. discloses a hoisting frame (12) comprising: 
means arranged on an upper side of the frame, for connecting the frame to at least two 
hoisting cables (21) suspended at a mutual distance in a longitudinal direction of the 
hoisting frame; and means, arranged on an underside of the frame, for picking up at 
least one secondary hoisting frame, wherein the frame is adjustable in a transverse 
direction between a retracted position, in which a transverse dimension of the frame is 
at most equal to that of the secondary hoisting frame, and an extended position in which 
the. transverse dimension is larger than that of the secondary hoisting frame, and 
wherein the means for picking up are for picking up a single secondary hoisting frame in 
the retracted position and for picking up two mutually adjacent secondary hoisting 
frames in the extended position; wherein the frame is divided in longitudinal direction, 
the frame parts are movable relative to each other at least in transverse direction and 
the pick-up means comprise a number of pick-up elements (26) distributed over the 
frame parts; wherein a controllable means (8) for moving the frame parts away from and 
toward each other; wherein the moving means (44') comprise at least one member of 
adjustable length which connects the frame parts; wherein the moving means comprise 
at least one actuator co-acting with the at least one connecting member wherein the at 
least one connecting member is a pivotable arm (40); wherein the arm is pivotable 



Application/Control Number: 10/517,429 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3652 

substantially parallel to a main plane of the hoisting frame; wherein each pivotable arm 
is substantially symmetrical relative to a longitudinal center line of the hoisting frame; 
wherein the connecting means are adapted to connect the hoisting frame to at least two 
pairs of hoisting cables suspended at a distance from each other in longitudinal 
direction of the hoisting frame, and are divided in longitudinal direction such that each 
frame part can be connected to at least two hoisting cables (fig 1 ); wherein the at least 
one pivotable arm is connected to the frame part via a pivot (42'), and the actuator (44') 
is arranged between the arm and the pivot; characterized by at least two pivotable arms 
which are each moved by at least one associated actuator (col. 3, lines 26-39); wherein 
each pivotable arm is substantially symmetrical relative to a longitudinal center line of 
the hoisting frame; wherein the connecting means are adapted to connect the hoisting 
frame to at least two pairs of hoisting cables suspended at a distance from each other in 
longitudinal direction of the hoisting frame, and are divided in longitudinal direction such 
that each frame part can be connected to at least two hoisting cables (fig 1 ); wherein 
the connecting means comprise cable pulleys (20), and each frame part carries at least 
two cable pulleys placed at a distance from each other in longitudinal direction; wherein 
the pick-up elements are placed substantially straight under the cable pulleys in the 
extended position of the hoisting frame; wherein in the extended position the frame is 
adjustable in transverse direction in order to vary a space between the two secondary 
hoisting frames; wherein the frame parts are pivotable relative to each other in the plane 
of the hoisting frame; wherein the frame parts are pivotable relative to each other 
transversely of the plane of the hoisting frame; characterized by at least one actuator 
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arranged between the rotation axis of one of the cable pulleys and the frame part; 
wherein the frame parts are movable relative to each other in longitudinal direction; 
wherein the or each secondary hoisting frame is adjustable in longitudinal direction; a 
method for transferring loads, comprising the steps of: a) lowering a hoisting frame as 
claimed in claim 1 at a first location, b) picking up one load at the first location when the 
hoisting frame is retracted, or two loads when the hoisting frame is extended, c) lifting 
the hoisting frame with the picked-up at least one load, d) displacing the hoisting frame 
with the picked-up at least one load to a second location, e) lowering the hoisting frame 
with the picked-up at least one load at the second location, f) uncoupling the at least 
one load from the hoisting frame, g) lifting the hoisting frame, h) moving the hoisting 
frame from its retracted to its extended position or from its extended to its retracted 
position, wherein a secondary hoisting frame is coupled on or uncoupled, and i) 
repeating steps (a) to (g); wherein the method is for transferring containers. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esther 0. Okezie whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8108. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene O. Crawford can be reached on (571 ) 272-691 1 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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